
 

 

 

 

Briefing on entitlement to continuing education for 

learners aged 19 – 25 with SEND 
 

Introduction 

Under the Children and Families Act 2014, young people with an Education, Health and Care 

Plan (EHCP) are entitled to continue in publicly funded education up to the age of 25, so long 

as they are still working towards the outcomes in their EHCP and their need for additional 

support continues. There are approximately 37,000 young people aged 20 and over in England 

currently taking advantage of this entitlement, all of whom have a high level of need for 

support. 

As the government looks to reduce the costs of the SEND system – and in particular to limit the 

number of EHCPs – there is growing concern that removing the entitlement to continuing 

education for these 19 – 25-year-olds may be seen as a low-impact, easily administered way to 

reduce costs and cut EHCP numbers.  

This assumption is based on a lack of understanding of the value and purpose of post-19 

education for learners with SEND and of the way in which the EHCP is used to confer eligibility 

for continuing publicly funded education for those who need a longer time than their peers to 

reach their potential.  

While removal of an EHCP from children and young people aged 0 – 18 represents an 

unwelcome removal of their right to support, for those aged 19+, it would remove their right to 

access publicly funded education altogether. 

Who benefits from post-19 SEND provision? 

Young people whose special educational needs mean that they learn more slowly than their 

peers without SEND including those  

• who can achieve to the same level as their peers without SEND, gaining the same 

qualifications, provided they are able to complete the course over a longer time period 

• with more profound or complex needs who make very small steps of progress over an 

extended period of time 

• who are subject to developmental delay and/or mature more slowly meaning that they 

only become ready for work-related learning, for example, at a later point  

Young people who have lost out on learning at an earlier point and are now playing ‘catch-up’ 

because   

• of ill-health (mental or physical) 

• a prior placement has broken down, sometimes as a result of their being placed in an 

inappropriate setting  

• no suitable provision was previously identified for them. 



 

 

 

 

Examples of such learners, almost all of whom are being educated in either general or specialist 

FE colleges, can be found in a recent article published by Natspec. 

 

What would be the impact of removing EHCPs from 19 – 25-year-

olds and ending their entitlement to extended provision? 

Removing the EHCP would remove the eligibility for continued publicly funded learning from a 

group of learners, often with more complex needs, who need additional time to reach their 

potential. 

As a result, learners would not be able to gain the qualifications, the employment outcomes or 

the degree of independence of which they are capable. The consequences for the individual 

learners would be catastrophic; for some it would mean not going to university, for others 

unemployment or a diminished quality of life, including a lack of agency over their own lives. 

There would also be economic and societal impacts, as these young people would need a high 

level of health and social care and employment benefits. Relatively small short-term savings 

from ceasing their EHCPs would result in far greater long-term costs for the public purse. 

There is both a moral and an economic imperative to retain EHCPs for this learner group. 

What you can do 

• Visit specialist and general FE colleges in your constituency to find out more about the 

provision they offer to 19 – 25-year-olds with EHCPs.  

• Ensure ministers and policy makers are aware of the benefits of post-19 education for 

eligible young people with SEND and the risks of its removal 

• Share examples from colleges in your constituency of the impact of post-19 education 
for eligible young people with SEND, citing them in relevant parliamentary debates and 

events 

• Ask written and oral questions about the government’ commitment to ensuring 

continuing provision for 19–25-year-olds with an EHCP  

• Seek out opportunities to reaffirm the legal right to education for young people with 

SEND aged 19+, ensuring this principle is protected in any future reforms. 

 

Natspec would be happy to support you in any of these activities. Please contact 

policy@natspec.org.uk for more information or to request support. 

https://natspec.org.uk/why-cutting-post-19-send-provision-will-end-in-tears/
mailto:policy@natspec.org.uk

